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Answer EITHER all of Question 1, or all of Question 2.

1(a) Which of the following was of greater importance in Abu Bakr’s victory in the Ridda Wars?

(@ The strength of the Muslim forces
(i) The weakness of Abu Bakr's enemies

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).
[10]

1 (b)* ‘The weaknesses of the Byzantine and Sassanian Empires were the most important reason for
the emergence of the Islamic Empire.” How far do you agree?

[20]
OR
2 (a) Which of the following was of greater importance in the decline of the Umayyad Empire?
0] The strength of the Abbasids
(i) The internal weaknesses of the Umayyads
Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii)
[10]

2 (b)* How successful was the rule of the caliphate of Uthman ibn Affan in the period from 644 to 656?

[20]
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